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BOOK REVIEWS. 



Report of the Virginia State Bar Association. Vol. 21, 
1908. 

This volume of the Virginia State Bar Association is notable 
for the number and excellence of the addresses which were 
given at the meeting of the association and which are incor- 
porated in the Report. 

"The Man and the Corporation", by the Hon. William Lind- 
say, of Kentucky, is an excellent review of the present rela- 
tions between the great corporations and the citizen. He quotes 
the words of James Wilson, "Monopoly, superstition and igno- 
rance have been the natural offspring of literary, religious and 
commercial corporations", and notes that "the interference of 
monied combinations in politics is more potent and aggravated 
now than ever before". He says that we boast that we are a 
"world power with war ships ploughing every sea", but he does 
not note that our merchant marine no longer ploughs the sea 
to an extent that can be productive of any boasts. He advo- 
cates the taking up of the question by the lawyers ; the manifest 
duty and unquestioned power of the States to deal with it ; the 
prompt action of the States in regulating the matter, and pre- 
dicts that the victory will be with "the man". 

"The Administration of Justice — Its Speeding and Cheap- 
ening", by the Hon. William H. Taft, is an argument 
for the simplification of judicial procedure. Mr. Taft 
recognizes the inequality of the burden which rests 
upon the poor litigant who has to bear delays which are prac- 
tically ruinous to him, while the richer man or corporation can 
afford to wait. Delay is to the advantage of the litigant with 
the longer purse. Mr. Taft, therefore, would limit the oppor- 
tunity of appeal on questions of procedure, and "the adoption 
of special methods and systems for the settling of class con- 
troversies". 

"Federal Control of Intrastate Commerce", by Hon. Wynd- 
ham R. Meredith. This is an elaborate review of the question, 
leading up to the conclusion that there is no advantage to be 
gained over the present dual control and division of commerce 
by concentrating it in Federal hands, and that there should be 
no centralization of that control in the hands of Congress. 
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"The Legal Foundations of Socialism", by the Hon. Armis- 
tead C. Gordon, is a very well-reasoned article in which Mr. 
Gordon argues that State Socialism, the practical and meaning 
phase of the socialistic movement in America, is the accom- 
paniment or the result of centralization and of protectionism. 
Wherever it appears in Democracy, it does so as a protestant 
against a condition of things that is ceasing to be democratic. 

"The Old County Court System of Virginia: Its Place in 
History", by the Hon. Holmes Conrad. This paper is a history 
and an historical eulogy of the county court system, not only 
of Virginia, but of that court from its first beginnings. It is 
also a plea for the reinstatement of that court among the courts 
of the Virginian Commonwealth. 

"Some Misapprehensions as to Federal Procedure and Juris- 
diction", by Judge Henry C. McDowell. This is a detailed and 
very comprehensive analysis and explanation as to the practice 
of the Federal courts. 

The "Bar Association Reports" are very valuable in that 
they contain so many admirable monographs upon subjects 
of unfailing interest; but it is not often that one report con- 
tains so many addresses of more than average interest, which 
are also treated with such conspicuous ability. 



Modern Constitutions: By Walter Fairleigh Todd. Chi- 
cago: University of Chicago Press. 1909. Two volumes. 
Pp. 663. 

The book consists of excellent translations of the most im- 
portant modern constitutions, twenty-three in number. In the 
cases of Austria, Hungary, Austria-Hungary and France, 
where there is, strictly speaking, no formal Constitution, the 
Constitutional or Fundamental Laws are substituted by the 
editor. Mr. Todd has taken particular care with the matter 
of translation, and has in each case before publication submit- 
ted his translation to a competent person for review. By this 
means he has succeeded remarkably well in finding English 
equivalents for the technical political words of other languages ; 
and has further secured a text which has not, as have most 
translations, an all-pervading flavor of the original tongue. The 
book is intended to serve as one of reference for the student 
of comparative constitutional law, and is therefore prefaced 
by a short bibliography of English, French, German and Span- 
ish works on that subject. Each Constitution is also intro- 
duced by a brief historical and constitutional sketch of the 



